Attachment H: Is a Good Constitution Enough?

Is a good constitution enough?

The Framers planned our government carefully. They organized it so its powers were
limited. They separated the powers of our government among three different branches. They
balanced the powers among these branches. They provided ways each branch could check or
limit the powers of the other branches. Finally, they added a Bill of Rights. The Bill of
Rights now protects our rights from unfair treatment by our national, state, and local
governments.

Some of the Framers believed they had organized the government very well. They believed
the way they planned the government was enough to make sure our rights and welfare would
be protected.

Other Framers did not agree. They did agree that the way the government was organized was
very important. However, they believed that the government would only work well if there
were good people running it. They also believed it would only succeed if the citizens were
good citizens.

Today, most people agree. A well-written constitution is not enough to protect our rights.
We need to elect leaders who will make and enforce laws that protect our rights and promote
our welfare.

However, even a good constitution and good leaders may not be enough. If we want to
protect our rights and welfare, we, the people, have certain responsibilities to fulfill. Let's
examine what some of these responsibilities might be.

What responsibilities go along with our rights?

Most of us agree we all should have certain basic rights. For example, we all want the right
to speak freely. We want the right to believe as we wish. We also want to be able to own
property and to travel wherever we want to go. Is it fair to say that if we want these rights,
we must also take on some responsibilities? Let's examine this question.

Can you have rights without responsibilities?
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